My name is Simos and T am one of the marbfe crc\ftsvnen
of the AcroPo,()'\s. I come from the Greek isfand of Tinos,
an isfand of the Gycfades where the art of marble
scufpting has a fong history

and is part of daidy dife on the isfand.

Lots of PeoP,?e with c{'\fferent trades

and Profess'\ons work on the big project

of restoring the monuments

of the /’rcroPo,?'\s but most of us

dre marble craftsmen.
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Over the thousands of years
the monuments of the Acropolis

suffered damages from a number of events
such as war, fire, earthquakes

as well as the effects of serious air pollution.

More than 2500 years ago, in oth ords during the classical
= 4 years ago, in er words during The classic To deal with all those problems

period, the four most glorious monuments of the Acropolis,
the Parthenon, the Propylaia, the Erechtheion
and the Temple of Athena Nike were built.

Those buildings were constructed from white Pentelic marble, |
a beautiful but very difficult material to work with.
Experienced stonemasons and sculptors worked
to cut and carve it and created these unique buildings.

the country of Greece set up a special organization
called the Acropolis Restoration Service.

t
But now et V° return ¢, te o

iéifion...

Every day at the worksite we carve marble,
we join together the fragments and we create suFPfements,
mdrbfe “coP'\es” of the missing pieces fro*m the monuments.
There are many thPy moments in our day
but there is also a fot of hard work.
I would fike to tefd you what we fed about our work.
Six s'nmP,()e words say it all and you can f‘\nc{ then in the eshibition..

Find this picture in the exhibition.
What are the workers transporting?

Often we heed to defy c{qnger,
W\dking the monuments
the first priority, above aff.

Look carefully at the photographs: what difficulties
do you think these people face daily in their work?
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Look at the photoara

with the cof-[;:zrs ’ Ph
that covered the cei,?'\ng
of the ProPy«?d'\c\.

They were once co,?ourfui).

Family Trail

Today the marble craftmanship is passed on
from generation to generation.

Additionally, the Preparatory and Vocational School of Fine Arts
of Panormos, Tinos trains its students in this craft.
Maintaining the tradition of the Tinian marble craftsmanship
is considered so important that in 2015
it was included in the UNESCO Representative List
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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it Look at the huge architectural members presented And of course
4 in the exhibition and think about how demanding their when we f'\msh a Project,
transport and placing in position on the monuments must be! we fee,? very Prouc{,

hc\PPy dand so sa’c\sf'\ed
that we made it! The contribution
of marbfe
crc\ftsmc\nsh'\

to the restoration

the AcroPoz()‘\s
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pon't forgef to wo‘\'ch the e"hibifion video Can you remember

about the restoration of the Monuments when you last felt so proud ‘
lis an . about something you
of the Acrop® ¢ the stories achieved after great effort?
told by the Marble crqee ot

We dare a team with shared
304,(’5 dnd chd,?,?enges.

We are united by many things
that create strong bonds
between us.

To do this work you must fove it.
We don't worry about the effort
dnd the time it requires

ds i)ong as we get

the best Poss'\b,?e final resuft.
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Look carefully at the photographs of this section

of the exhibition and observe the tools used by

the marble craftsmen. They are almost identical
to those used by craftsmen in ancient times!

Marble craftsmen, archaeologists, conservators, architects,
civil engineers, craftsmen and many others,
celebrate together after we finish a project!




